
 

“HE GAVE $10,000 . . . AND NEVER GAVE A PENNY!” 
A 16-year-old can say he gave $10,000 through 
his church’s stewardship program without ever 
giving a penny.  All the young man had of value 
to give to his church was his baseball card 
collection.  Begun by his grandfather, the 
collection had been expanded by his father and 
passed to the young man, who gave it as his 
sacrificial commitment to the church’s project. 

A non-cash or “in-kind” gift such as that young 
man’s provides a stewardship resource that, 
alone or coupled with a three-year cash gift, can 
greatly enhance one’s ability to give.  People 
also give land, houses, cars, jewelry, collections, 
and service gifts to meet the commitment they 
believe God wants them to make. 

In Austin, Texas, a single man gave an old car 
with $1,000, which enabled him to double his 
intended cash gift of $1,000.  In Pittsburgh, a 
woman gave a doll collection valued at $2,500, 
and, in Greensboro, North Carolina, a woman 
gave a diamond bracelet worth $3,000.  Such in-
kind gifts enable some persons to reach 
extraordinary levels in their giving.  A woman in 
Tampa, Florida, gave a Georgia farm worth 

$500,000.  Often, large gifts are the combination 
of a non-cash gift coupled with a cash gift. 

If a holding has appreciated value, its owner may 
gain significant tax savings by giving the holding 
to the church.  A businessman gave his church 
$100,000 in stock, for example.  By giving the 
church the stock prior to cashing it in, he 
received contribution credit for the sale amount 
and was not required to pay capital gains tax on 
the profit. 

Such giving has biblical precedence in both Old 
and New Testaments.  Old Testament examples 
include people giving cattle, land, gold, silver, 
jewelry, and clothing.  The New Testament 
records early disciples who sold their lands and 
houses and brought the proceeds to the church. 

The Advancing the Mission commitment card 
that you will receive includes a place to record 
in-kind (non-cash) gifts.  You may describe your 
gift and provide an estimated value.  To follow 
up, a church representative will contact you to 
discuss the best way to handle disposition of 
your gift.

 
 

“And God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, 
always having all sufficiency in all things, may have an abundance 

for every good work.”  
II Corinthians 9:8. 
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AN IMPORTANT CARD 

 

 

This is a reproduction of the Advancing the Mission commitment card.  You will receive an actual card in 
the mail just before our special Commitment Masses on December 1-2.  At that time you will be asked to 
bring it with you to one of the Masses that weekend.  We will complete them as a community and turn them 
in.  Your commitment to Advancing the Mission is over and above your current gifts to the parish’s ministry 
and operating budget.  And, as always, we urge you to make it a matter of personal prayer. 

Your commitment to the Advancing the Mission 
Campaign will help us reach our goals.  

St. Agnes Remodeling Plans 

Existing Church  

Refurbish the interior including pews, 
flooring, Eucharistic Reservation Chapel $755,000 

Replace HVAC system; upgrade electrical 
systems, plumbing and fire protection. $1,010,000 

Total Existing Church $1,765,000 

Gathering space and youth center addition $2,300,000 

Parish Center addition including lower level 
storage space and space for future needs $986,000 

Construction Contingency Fund $254,000 

2008 Bishop's Appeal $90,000 

Advancing the Mission Diocese 
Endowments Contribution $355,000 

Total Campaign Goal $5,750,000 
 

What is a cup of coffee worth? 
   

If each parish family gave up something 
like one cup of Joe to Go mocha latte a 
week;   

$5 x 1,615 families x 52 weeks is     
$419,900 a year! 

That would be a tremendous down-
payment toward the renovation of St. 
Agnes Church! 

 Little things really do add up. 

And Joshua said to the people, “Sanctify yourselves, 
for tomorrow the Lord will do wonders among you.” 


